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EDUCATION 
 
In Progress Ph.D., Sociology University of California, Los Angeles 

 
Dissertation: “Examining the Role of School Officials in Shaping Student 
Aspirations” 
 
Committee: Natasha Quadlin, Stefan Timmermans (Co-Chairs), Jennie Brand, Jeff 
Guhin, Karolyn Tyson (Georgetown University) 
 

2021  M.A., Sociology University of California, Los Angeles 
 
2018  B.S., Sociology Clemson University 
   
  Emphasis: Social Services 
  Minor: Psychology 
       

PUBLICATIONS 
 
2024 Gaddis, S. Michael, and Joseph Murphy. “Can Adolescents Acquire Cultural 

Capital Through Social Capital Access and Exposure? Experimental Evidence of 
the Impact of Ties to College-Educated Adults. AERA Open 10. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/23328584241305120  

 
2022 Mobley, Catherine, Susan M. Lord, Joyce B. Main, Catherine E. Brawner, and 

Joseph Murphy. “‘Stepping Out’ for Military Service: Challenges Experienced by 
Students Serving in the Reserves or National Guard. Journal of Veterans Studies 
8(3):222–38. https://doi.org/10.21061/jvs.v8i3.346 

 
WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 
“First-Generation and Continuing-Generation Perspectives on College” 

 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
2022, ‘23, ‘24 Excellence in Teaching Award, UCLA Department of Sociology 
 
2021  Ford Foundation Pre-Doctoral Fellowship (Honorable Mention) 
 
2019-2023 Eugene V. Cota-Robles Fellowship, UCLA 

https://doi.org/10.1177/23328584241305120
https://doi.org/10.21061/jvs.v8i3.346


 
2019  College of Behavioral, Social and Health Sciences Outstanding Undergraduate 

Research Award, Clemson University 
 
2018  Ernest-Jewell Hardesty Moore Award for Outstanding Senior in Sociology, 

Clemson University 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
2021  Sowl, S., Velasquez, D., Murphy, J., Emerson, R., Jiang, L., & Bonilla C. “Using 

the High School Longitudinal Study 2009 to Analyze Factors Influencing First-
Generation College Students’ Enrollment.” American Educational Research 
Association (April). 

 
2020  Mobley, C., Murphy, J., Main, J., Lord, S., & Brawner, C. “The Engineering 

Education Experiences of Engineering Students Serving in the National Guard and 
Reserves.” American Society For Engineering Education (June). 

 
2019  Benson, L., Bolding, C.J., Ogle, J.H., McGough, C., Murphy, J., & Lanning, R. 

“Engineering Students’ Perceptions of Belongingness in Civil Engineering.” 
American Society For Engineering Education (June). 

   
  Brisbane, J., Gallagher, E., Hines, A., Murphy, J., Dunwoody, L.A., Patel, K., 

Roberson, S., & Gramopadhye, A. “Familial Influences Affecting Student Pathways 
to Engineering and Two-Year and Four-Year Institutions.” American Society For 
Engineering Education Collaborative Network for Engineering and Computing 
Diversity (April). 

 
Dunwoody, L.A., Murphy, J., & Gallagher, E. “The Effects of Workforce 
Participation on Student Perceptions of Academic Performance.” American 
Society For Engineering Education-Southeastern Section (March). 

 
Brisbane, J., Murphy, J., & Gallagher, E. “Factors Affecting Student Pathways to 
Engineering in South Carolina.” American Society For Engineering Education-
Southeastern Section (March). 

 
Hines, A., Gallagher, E., Brisbane, J., Dunwoody, L.A., Murphy, J., Pfirman, A., 
Patel, K., & Gramopadhye, A. “An Exploration of the Role of Guidance 
Counselors on Student Preparedness for STEM Majors in College.” American 
Society For Engineering Education-Southeastern Section (March). 
 
Murphy, J., Hines, A., & Gallagher, E. “The Impact of Extra-Familial Relationships 
on STEM Major Selection.” South Carolina Educators for the Practical Use of 
Research (March). 
 



Brisbane, J., Gallagher, E., Pfirman, A., Patel, K., Murphy, J., & Hines, A. “Family 
and Fictive Family Influences on Engineering Students at Two-Year and Four-Year 
Institutions.” South Carolina Educators for the Practical Use of Research (March). 

 
Marcanikova, M. Gallagher, E., Brown, C., Brisbane, J., Brown, A., Dunwoody, 
L.A., Frady, K., Hines, A., Murphy, J., Patel, K., Pfirman, A., Roberson, S., & 
Gramopadhye, A. “High School Technology as a Non-Predictor of First College 
Math Course.” American Society For Engineering Education-Southeastern Section 
(March). 

 
2018  Coleman, M.; Gnegy, K.; Hayes, M.; Johnson, L.; Lambert, V.; Murphy, J.; 

Pearson, C.; Tennie, B.; Walling, M.; and Prieto, V. “Southern Life Expectancy: 
Assessing the Sex and Race Gap between States and over Time.” Southern 
Sociological Society (April). 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE & ADDITIONAL TRAINING 
 
2020-21 Cultural Capital Access and the Extent to Which Mobilization Leads to 

Educational Attainment (PI: S. Michael Gaddis, UCLA) 
 
2020 2020 NCES Data Institute: Using Federal Datasets to Support Research on 

Postsecondary Education 
 
2019  Revolutionizing Engineering Departments – NSF Grant #1730576 (PI: Jennifer 

Ogle, Clemson University) 
 
2018-19 INCLUDES: Supporting Underrepresented Populations in Precalculus by 

Organizational Redesign toward Engineering Diversity – NSF Grant #1744497 (PI: 
Eliza Gallagher, Clemson University) 

 
2018  Explaining Choice, Persistence, and Attrition of Black Students in Electrical, 

Computer, and Mechanical Engineering – NSF Grant #1734347 (PI: Catherine 
Mobley, Clemson University) 

 
2018  Military Veteran Students’ Pathways in Engineering Education – NSF Grant 

#1428512 (PI: Catherine Mobley, Clemson University) 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
American Sociological Association 
Alpha Kappa Delta 


